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| Ordered, 
. T" Hat the Thagks of thi Houſe be gi- 


ven to the Reverend Doctor Sacheve- 


— —— —— — 


rell for the Sermon by him Preached before | 


this Houſe Yeſterday at Sr. Margaret's 


Weſtminſter; and that he be deſired to | 


Print the ſame ; and that Sir Fohn Paking- 
ton, Sir William  Whitelocke, Ms. Hunger- 


ford, and Mr. Newland, do acquaint bim 


therewith. 


NY 


- Ordered, 5 
That no Perſon do preſume to print the 


ſaid Sermon, but ſuch as Door oe back | | 


ſhall LW 
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As Free, and not uſing your Liberty for 
a Cloak of Malictonfneſs, but as the 
Servants of God. 


HES E Words ire Parv of the Epiſt'e appo'n- 
ted for the Service of this Day. Wherein the 
Great AfoſNe of the Circumcifion preſſes the 
Duty of Fubjefion to ibe Civil Po wer upon the 

converted Fei. A People who always ftood 

in Need of this Neceſſary Doctrine; 2 Generation always 
prone to Rebellion, for which the leaſt Motive of Diſcon- 
tent was thought a ſufficfent Plea; a People, who (as far 
as *ewas in Humane Power) had rejected GOD Hicſelf 
from being their Sovereign; and therefore it was not to 
be expected that they ſhould treat his Vice-Gerents with 
more Reverence. With this precarious Allegiance, (for 


twas no better) they ſeſdom failed to ſerve even their na- 


tive Princes, who Ruled them under their Own Ofcono- 


my and Religion. But now after che Diflolution of their 


Governmenty the Yoke of Foreign Rulers fo gall'd their 
Riff Necks, that they could not bear it with any tolera- 
ble Pattence. For God's Own Heritage, Hit choſen Genera. 
zien, His Royal Pri bed, His boly Nation, Hi; ptcultar Peo- 
ple. Verſ. 9. to ſubmit themſelves, like Slaves, to the tyran- 
nical Impoſitions of Heathen Emperors and Governors, 
ſeemed ſuch a Paradox; that all the Humility and Meck- 
neſs of the Chriſtlan Religion could not ſoon roche 
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them to it- The Apoſtle indeed addreſſeg Nurse to Em 
with much tenderneſs in this F ojats wages L eir claim 
to theſe high Titles and Privileges ; but at the ſame time 
tells them, ther they ſhould , not, wake a, Wrong Ule of 
theſe pecullar Favours, which, rightly zpply'0, were in- | 
deed the moſt prevailing Obligations to Obedience; but 
that they ought to 2 unhappy Circumſtaoces- 
that they were Firangers and Pilgrim in foreign Countries 
Verſ. 11. under 8 State of Perſecution and Tryal, an 
therefore were. more particularly, bound to ahſtain .fro 
fleſhly Luſts, which war againſt the Sou /; having their Conder- 
ſation bone(t among the Gentiles, ibat wheyeas they ſpoke againſt 
them al Evi'- Doers, they enight by their good Worki, which they 
ſhould bebold, glorifie God in the Day of Viftatias; Verſ. 12: * 
&c: and o recommend that Religion to the unconyerted 
World, by their Quietneſs, Patience and Submiſſion, which 
that Religion ſo earneftly enjoyn d. Having thus pre pat d | 
the way to this great Duty of zubjection to Government, | 
he lays it down in its full Extent and Obligation. dubmit | 
your ſelves, go every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake; | 


. 
OO” —ñ— — 


- 


whether it be to the King as Supreme, or unto Governors, 
45 unto them that are 3 him, for the puniſhment f 
Evil-doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well, Far | 
fo is the Will of God, that with well-doing ye may put 

to fiterice the Tpnorante of fooliſh Men, Ye, 13. Kc. Nos | 
thing» he thought, could ſo much obſtruct the Progreſs of 
Chriſtianity, or caſt ſuch a Repigach upon it, as Diſobed 

ence to the Civil Power, age inſt which it had guarded wit! 

ſo many Precepts, under. no leſs a Sanction, than that of 
eternal Damnation. But to leave them wholly iocxcylſable, | 
without the leaft colour for this fin, the Apoſtle particu® | 
lerly takes Care to ſpecify the Falſbood and Impiety of | 
that popular Objection, ſo frequently urg'd in its De- 
fence» drawn from the miſtaken Notions of Chriſtian li? 
erty ; whereby they aſſcited, that they as Freemen were 
ptterly exempt from all other juriſdictions but that immes 
diately of God; and that they ow'd no Momage or Subje- 
ction to thoſe who did. not govern them by their own 
Laws, or the Diyine Appointment ; that Obedience on | 
any other Grounds was meer ſlevery, inconſiſtent with | 
TEE | | their 
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— 


before the Honour able Houſe of Commons. x 


their Religion, and that conſequently neither Ceſar , nor 
any of bis Roman Pro-Conſuls or Deputi:s had any jaſt 


Chim to their Allegiahes: That this was their 3d dd 


Principle their own” Hiſtorian informs us, Mart 'Popecicrs, 
peyre d Toi une, 1 Os, And in another places 


Jeeben This Ah D xel Poteaiss ty Inkl. 


| | ſpecions pretences of 
ebelling in Defence of Religion. and for Liber and 
Property, appear'd very early in the Chriftian Church'; 
in order to ſubvert the Foundatians of Chriftiacicy, But 
ſotne Moderns, notwithflanding this Apoſtolical Prohibi- 
tion, have reviv'd the old Objectiop, and manag'd it as 
Tf it never had been anſwered, (the uſual Method of 


jew ye ca terer lu. 
c 


that Faction z) but have indeed not a little improv'd and 


yefin'd upon its Taiquiry, Fot as their Predeceſſots refift- 
ed their Cove rn ours, becauſe they were Heathens, and 
as ſuch Enemies to their Faith, and ſo not entituled to 
their Allegiance, as they pretended, 7 1 
H Theſe their Succeſſors rebell'd againſt their Na ural and 
Legal Sovereign, governing them by the exackeft Mc3- 
fares of their own Laws, dethron'd and Murther'd bim, 
not only without, but contrary to all Law, for defen- 
diog the pure and inviolable Religion of Chriſt's 20 
eſt liſhed by thoſe very Laws, and maintaining the 
Rights and Properties of his Subjects, by the juſt and due 


* Kxecution of them, Thus Rebellion bas always pleadgd 


Liberty in its Juftification, by repreſenting Goveromtnc 
as a meer Agati-Chriftian Bondage, which a free People 
are not bound to ſubmit to, but may throw off at their 
Will and Pleaſure. In Oppoſition to which falſe add 
pernicious Notion, the Apoſtle in this Chapter does, in 
the Name, and by the Authority ot God, expteſly fond 
the Original of All Government upon the Delegation of 
the Divine Power to his Vice-Gerents, 28 ſent by him; 
who therefore actiog by bis Commiſſion, juſty demand 
Obedience for the Lord's Sake, by Virtue of his ind.f- 
penſable Command, and by an Obligation of Conſc'ence. 
And to put an End to all Doubts and Controverſies about 
this weighty Duty, he aſſutes them that theit 9 
| F ee 
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gun it were equally Frivolous and Wicked; that Chri- 
Aiznity had indeed rendred them Free, but not from 


— 
5 
/ 


moneys of 
Ihe 


2 
6 - 


Government; and that if they prefum'd to ahuſe this 
heix Liberty to its Prejudice, they made the Goſpel a 
Shelter of their Wickedneſs, an inmanvupea rys ,s 8 


faudtify'd Cover, or (as 'tis well render'd) 2 Cloak for | 


their Sin; for that nv Mortal could pretend to any o- 
ther Liberty, but what was confiftent with, Flowing 
from, and Reſolvable into, his Relation to his Creators 
and Supreme Lau-Giver, as a Servant of God, As Free, 
but wot afing your Liberty for a Chak of Malicionſoeſts bus 
as the Servants of God, * | | 

From which Words [ ſhall endeavout to draw ont the 
Force of this excellent, but ill undetſtood Argument, o- 


verthrowiog the very Foundation of all Reſiſtance againſt 


the Civil Power; And this I hall do, 


1. Fir ſt. By Stating the True Notion of Chriflian An 
Beriy, ſhewing whetein it conſifls, and how ic may be 
us'd lawfally by us, as the Servants of God. 


I; Secondly, By Inſtancing in ſome of the Abuſes of 
it, whe:cin it may be fo pettetied as to be made a 
Cloak of Maliciouſacſs, 


II. Thirdly, By proving the Abſurdity, as well as 


Iv. Lefily, By Laying before you the happy Conſcs 
rue Liberty, and the Miſery and Slavery of 
Mifiaken Notions about it, and applying the Whale to 


the preſent Solemnity, 


I. And firſt, I am to State the true. Notion of Chriſtian 
Liberty, to ſhew whettein it confifts, and how. it may be 
uſed Lawtolly by us, as the Servants of God. That there 
is ſuch a thing as Chriftian Liberty, needs not to-be prov'd; 
but is here taken for granted by the Apoflle, whe pre- 
ſuppoſes it 28 the Ground of this Otje&ion, 4s free, Bec. 
lays he. Now, if we conſult and compare th:{s F lates Be- 

10 
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5 Place, 


I Scriptare, where this Doctrine of Liberty is fuly aſſerted, 
we ſba/l find that it confiff! of theſe three Brancher. Name y, 

1. A Freedom from the Power and D:mini.n of Sin and 
the Devil, and the Curſe of the Moral Law, This Freedom is 
purchard for u, by the Death of Chrifl, by which we are 
Partakers of the Spirit of Adoption, and ate dcliver'd from 
the Bondage of Corraption, into the Glorious Liberty of 
the Sons of God, as is frov'd 41 large, Joh. viii. 32, 36, 
Rom, vi. 15, 21. and viii, 2, 3. Ga); iii. 13. and iv, 6, 
26, and 5. 1. &. This is 4 Myſtical Exemption from all 
Spiritual Servitnde; bit is ſo far from being an Rxemption 
from Laws, that the very Eſſential Cindition of this Liberty 
con is a perfect Oped ence 10 all the ln junction of Chriftia- 
r $57 us | | 

2: It confifts in a Freedom from the Ritual Cerembnies of 
the Moſaic Law, and the Sphrit of Bondage to fear, Abro- 
gated by bur Saviour; Row. viii, 15. Galt. iv. 4. Col. it; 
14. 1 Cor. xiv. 40. But tho' that Hand Mriting of Ordinan- 
res it blotted out, the Goſpel is Eftabliſh'd in iti room, which 
preſcribes our Liberty within its fuß Bounds; invefiing the 
Church with an Autbority to appoint ſuch Ceremonies, at it 


judges proper 10 preſerve Order and Decency, Uniformity and 


— and obliging its Members to the Obſervation of 
fern, OY wy 
in 4 Free Uſe of all Things that are in theiv 


3. le confifts | 
Nature [ndifferent ; that it, Thing) concerning evbich the Law 
iz ſilent, or bas made no Determination, leaving ul at out- 
en Choice, elsber to af or wot to aff; Tet even in this 
Caſe,” our Ohriſpian Freedom (thg* relating to Things perfeRly 
Indifftrent 'in +heniſelver) wbere it may Occaftonally prove 4 
faster of Offence to Meat Bretbren, it emirely over-rul'd 
the Law of Scandal, which abridzes it under very ſevere Pe- 
naltieh, ai we may read at large in the 16th to the Romans. 
.* Of theſe three Farte the perfect Law of Liberty is 
Conſtituted, S. Famer i, 25. Which is ſo far from ſuppo- 
ſiag an Immunity from Laws, that it conſiſts in an Obli- 
gation and Obedienee to them. This is all, and certainly 
a very Glorious Liberty, which God has induig'd Us as 
Rational Creatures. ' Thus indeed we are Free, but "ris 
ſtal aa the Setvants of God: Which |: ads me in the ſecond 
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11. To laſlance in ſome of the Abuſes of This Liberty; 
u herein it may be fo perverted, as to be made a Cloak of 
Maliciouſneſs, All which in general will be tound to take 
their Riſe from that falſe, but prevailing Opinion ct Li- 
betty, that it conſiſts in an Immunity from Laws, which 


is a direct Contradition to the True Notion of it, deli- 


vered to us by God in the Sc;iprures; and is in ſhort 
nothing but an unwatrantable and ſintul Licentioutneſs, 
turning the Grace of God into Laſciviouineſs, in all 
Lewdne!s 2nd Irregularity. both in Principle and Practice. 
Upon which 1 Iwill endeavour to make 
good this Charge againſt this Synagogue of Libertines, 
ſtrictly fo called. : 

1. As to Principles, It would be enleſs to Re count al! the 
Blaſphemies, Hereſies, Schiſms, and Error, of all Kinds, 
Fuſtified and Mamtain'd: under This ſpecious Pretence by Our 
Modern In del: Mof of wwbich bave been lately Collected, 
and Dreſs d 11 4 Neu Form-to recommend them to the World 
in their Ce ebrated Piece, The Diſcourle of Fiee-Think ng, 
41 ti call! By the Authors of which, in open Defiance of bo 
Government, of. the Church, and of the State the awhile Body 
of Chriflianity, with all it: Sacred Myfieries and  Ordinan- 
cel, are expoi'd as Prieficraft and Impoſture; Divine Inſpira- 
tion, and the Holy Scriptures. repreſented as Eni hu ſiaſm or 


Forgery ; the Soul a; Material, and Mortal ; the Worſhip of 


God. a; ſenſleſs Fear and Superſtition; Heaven, and Hell, as 
meer Dreams and Fables; and in a word, dll the Laws of 
God, and the Church, and all the Craedi, and Te m of Cum- 
union, 4s Spiritual Slavery, in Oppoſiiicn 80 this Liberty and 
Free:Thinking, Theſe Things being mitoricus, Ne need only 
Appeal te the World for the Truth of tbe Fadi, which are 


* by Many, and Deny d by None. Paſs we on thete- 
Orte, | I 


* 


2. Secondly to their. Praftice, Which ue ſhall find to be a 
true Tranſcript. of theiv Principles 5 that is, the Principles of 
Infidelity, and a Diſobedience to all Laws both Humane. aud Di- 
vine. For ſuch a Frec-Thinker, if be be conſiflent with 
bimſelf, mu} be aFrec-Attor too, and can ſive under no Fu- 
riſd:&ion or GControwl ; be is equally without Guide, er Gover- 
nour; Owes as little. Aliegiance ta bis Prince, as Faith t0 2 


| 


ö 
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God; He is Dependent of Neither, and a Rebel apainft Both; 
ſets up bis Own Will, as the Supreme Meaſure of bis Action, 
for wvbich be is anſwerable to n(bidy but himſelf. Right and 
Wrong, Go d and Evil, ave idle Notions and empty Speculations 
with bim and in a word be lives and dyes in Confu ſton, 
Anarchy, and Libertiniſm, that is in dired Contempt % and 
Com · adiction to. all the lmjunticns both of God and Man. If 
theſe are not Abu/e: of Liberty, pretending an Exemption from 
all Obl:oations, ar a Cl:ak of Impiety, I 1hink nothing dejerves 
to be called ſo; and we our ſelves alſo muſt carcel all the Fun- 
damental Diflinions bet<ween Gord and Evil. To make which 
fat the appeat, I proceed to the Third Generel Head; 
namely, 

II, Thirdly, to prove the Abſurdity, as well as wie- 
ke dneſs of ſuch Abuſes of our Liberty. The very men- 
tioning theſe Things, one would think a ſufficient Con- 
futation of them. To prove this, is only to prove, that 
there is 1cally ſuch a Thing as Governmeat in the World ; 
and that it is upported and maintained by Divine and 
Humane Laws, to regulate our Minds, and our Actions 3 
tha we have the Copel for the Oue, and Statutes for 
the Othe: ; and that Faith and Obedience are Duties en- 
joined by God and Man; that out Undeiſtandings are as 
much Subject to God, æs our wills, that We are equally 
Accountable for Both, and as much oblig'd to 1 bink 
end Believe, as we are to Al by the Rules and Laws pre- 
ſerib'd us in his Word, And conſequently, that it is as 
tesſonable to afhrm, that a Man way Rebell, commit 
Murder, Adultry, &c: and not be Criminal and Obnoxi- 
ous for taking this Liberty, as it is to affitm that he may 
dedy God in Speculation, or contradict that Creed to 
which He tequiies our Aſſent. The Folly and Impiety of 
this wild Scheme lie ſo intermingled, that the fame Argu- 
ments demonſtrate Both. To affert the Contrary, is to 
make the Creature independent of the Creator, and to 
deſtroy that Relation: which is Eternal, and as, unaltera ble 
2s his Nature, Theſe Obligations are congenial with bis 
Being, and commence from the very Moment of His Birth; 
They grow up with Him, aod ate for ever: infeparable 
from Him: He ſtipulates for their Performance in my 

a tiſm; 
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ſolvable into them; And he that denies them, denies the 


Being either of God, or Himſelf; Obligations from the one 
to the Other, neceſſ:ri'y Reſulting from the Allow'd Exi- 


tence of Both. So that whoſoever excludes Divine Right 
out of Government, muft fall into this miſerable Dilemma; 
that either God bas no Right of Himſelf, or cannot Dele- 
gate it to Others. Either of which Aﬀertions is abſurd Blaſ- 
phemy. And it will be found a realy tho* ſad Truth, that 
whtaever Cloak theſe Libertines may caſt upon tac 
Schemes, they really believe no od; for all their Princi- 
ples of Government exclude him out of them, and are 
plainly fobnded on nothing but downright Atheiſm. 

'- But if we were to ſet aſide Religion in this Point, (which 
is iis chief Foundation) and confider Government only un- 
der a political View, i: can never be fuppos'd that It ſhould 
leave its Subjects Arbitrary Judges of the Equity of its Laws 
after Their kſtabliſhm ent, ſo as to Obey,or Diſobey them, 
as they think fit. For this would be to ſuppoſe a Power, 
not only exempt from, but ſuperior to the Laws (tho to 
ſhew ics Inconſiſtency, inferior to them hkewiſe) which 
would take away their Force, and render ail Government 
precarious, and conſequently uſeleſs. | 

Upon u hat Bo'!tom therefore would theſe Lawleſs Men 
Found their Liberty? By what Authority do they theſe 


Things? Or who gave them this Authority? Whence 


Was it ? From Heaven, or of Men? They own the Aus 
thority of neither; They Diſavow the -Juriſdiftion 
and bouer of Both. But they flillInfift, tis their Na- 
rural Right, as Free deln Men, whereby none is ſubje & 
any father than Compact, and Conſent oblige Him. 1 
aek, therefore; What do they mean by this ſo much calk'd' 
af Natural Right? Is it eſſentially, and independently In- 
hetent in Themſelves, or Communicated by another ? If 


they ſay the Former, Can any thing belonging to a De- 


pendent Being, be itlelf Independent? It the Latter, who 
is that Other who ſo Communicated this Right ? Wo 
can Communicate'a Natural Right, but the Author of 
Nature ?- Or rather « Communicated Natural Ręht is a 
SEES 132 5 Nr ee Notion 
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fer afide that Epithet, therefore, 
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Notion abſurd in itſelf ; and ſo indted is any Natural 


Right at all, as if felates to Creatures: To ſpeak ſtrictly, 
vo Being has any Natural Righ:, but God ; who by Vers 


tue of Creation, has a Natural Eſſential Right to the Obe- 
dicnce of His Creatures, But thoſe Creatures themſelves 


have Naturally no Right to any thing ; unleſs it can he 


had a Natural Right to be Created. To 


what Right at all did 
im (for we have ſh-wn that He alone 


prone: chat they 


God ever give 


could pive it Them) to pay no Obedience any farther than 


Compatt obliges ? He has been to far from ever granting 
any ſuch Thing, that He has frequently commanded the 


diz«& Contrary, without Limitation or Reſerye, 


I would not have this Argument miſunderflood or mil. 


apply*d, to juflify ſuch Conſequenc's as may feem to be 


d:awn from it, to the Prejudice of Humane Liberty. For, 
though Mankind have no Rights bat what they receive 
from God; or thoſ: delegated by Him : Yer, when thoſe 
Rights are invefted in them, by Ris Authority, they ought 
not to be t. ken away or deſttoy'd by the Uſurpation or 
ill Management of a Tyrannical or Arbitrary Governoyr, 


And an humble Submiſlion, for Conſcience ſake, to higher 


Powers, and a due Uſe of the Rights which God has gi- 
ven both to Princes and to Subjects, is fo far from ten- 
ding to Slavery, that it is the moft effectual Security a- 
gainſt it. . 
5 Then, as to Humane Conſtitution; Is not every Many 


by Being Born under any. Stated Government, and owe 


ing his Protection io it, SubjeR, as ſuch, to all the I. aug 
and Conſtitur ons of that GG verument? So that This ſup- 
pos'd Liberty is toreclos'd from his very Birth; and the 
ent he comes into the Woild, he is under a State of 
abj<&ion. As he grows up, and is farther jrcorpor a+ 
ed into it, his Obligations thll riſe and .increaſcy in Pro- 
tion to his Age and Abilitics, He is ſworn intg all 
Hs Duties of Allegiance, and gives farther Piedges ot it 
to his Prince, nis Church, ard his Country, Every Man 


has his Station, and Place, in the Community ; and no- 


one is undet ſue ha State of Liberty, as to be fuch an la- 
dividual, as noi to belong to the Body Poltick, or beat 
61. ag% 4 — \ k A . ng 
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no Relation to it. There is, therefore, no Medium be- 
twixt a True SubjeR and a Rebel; the Minute a Mun cea- 
ſes to be One, becommences the Other, And as for the 
Popalar Objetion of Rgh, l roperry, of Privilege, whe- 
ther they conſiſt is Honour, Powers or Effats, are ro be 
conſidered as Original Grants fromthe Crown, or Leg ſla- | 
ture, and can be only held conditionally, in Subj ct on to 
the Laws; which ſtand asa Guard ofthe R yal P:croga- 
tives on the One Hand, and of the Liberties and Pofl. (h- 
ons of the People on the Other, From whence 'tis evis 
dent, That an Immunity from thoſe Laus muft deſtroy 
Both, overturn the very Foundations of Government, and | 
bring in ſuch-a Coufuſion, as will baniſh all Peace, Civi- 5 
lity, and Humanity out of the World. 
N Prom all which andeniable Fremiſes, not only the Truth 
| but the abſolute Neceſſity and indiſpenſable Duty of O- 
| bedience, is infert'd; Aftively, in all that we can; and 
| Paſſively, in all that we cannot Jawfally ſubmit to; and 
| that net only out of Fear, but for Conſcience Sake, ex- 
| cluding all Refiftance whatſoever to the ſupreme Power, [ 
as impious and illegal, according to that excellent Derer- 
ö mination of the Legiflarure upon the Great Rebell on. . 
| AQ. Anno 12 Car. I} e 30. That by the Undoubted 
| and Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, neither the 
| Peers of this Realm, noz the Commons, noz both-toge- 
ther, in Parliament, oz out of # arliament, noz the Geo- 
ple NET 02 Arpzeſentativeln, nozann other Per- 
ons whatſoever, ever had, have. hath», oz ought.to have, 
any coercive Power over the Perjois of the Kings of 
this Realm. . 5 
IV. [come now fo my I:ft Particular; to lay before you 
the happy Conſequences of Troe Liberty, and the Miſe- 
ry and Slavery of the Miſtaken Notions about it; and to 
apply the whole Diſcourſe to the pretent Solemnity. 
Having ſhewn he Abſutdity and Wickedneſs of thig 
falſe Principle in itlelf, as utte ly inconfiftent with Reaſon, 
and Religion, Goſpel, and Law; the contrary Poſition . 
moft be irrefragably true, and entirely agreeable to the 
Laws of God and Man: And there needs not much | 
Aigument to prove, that the Effedts * muſt reſtmble the 
Cuulſes; and, that Hoppinels, and Proſperity, Fece, and 
| | Freedom, 


” 
* 
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Fre:dom, , muſt be the naſutal Produft of Subjection to 
6 cett iu Laws; and Shame, and Miſery, Confuſion, and 

Slavery, of their prerended Inwanity from All. . 
; There is nothing that catries ſuch an irrefiftible Charm 


4s in i and that ſo much engages our Affections, as LI- 
Fd B R MV; it is the darling Bleſſing of Mankind, with- 
* | oat which, all othets are inſipid, and for the obtaining of 
- which, they would willingly part with All that they ens 
P jo without it This is the Pearl of that great Price, as 
y to ths ife, tha“ we world Sell all we bave to purchaſe it; 
I The very Notion of SLAVERY makes Nature farts | 
x4 v 1h Abborience and Relentmenty, at a tbing which re- 
4 duces +: to Shame and lIadigaity, Scorn ang Contempt, 
' and what it deteſts under any Form, or Condition, Gol- 
1 den Chains can never recommend Servitude, -or make 
h 2 Palace of aPriſon, But as nothing is ſo much, or fo 
\ juſtly. defired, as LIBERTY; notbing is ſo much a- 
4 bus'd, od miſunderflood, and perverted to ſuch wicked 


Rebellon made aſe of ro begule ous - firſt Parents; and 


4 Purpoſes! *T'was this ſpecious Fallacy the Authot of all 
with which he has ever ſince deluded their Foſterity to 


> | Sedition and Diſobedience. It is the Signal and Party word 
oy of Faction, to amuſe credulous and ignorant People with Fears 
nm ' 1 and Fealouſins, abcut what they Think dearer to them thay 
en tber Live: ; and, therefore, "tis mo üer, that they ſo fre- 
he quent y lay them down, in the pretended Vindication of <ubat, 
I perbapi, is wot in danger, But all this Out-Cry is often 
5 krais'd by Politick Matineers, as a baſe and falſe Iaſinuati- 
o on upon our Coyernors bath in Church and State, to 18 
» 


pieſeut them'as Encroachers upon the Ficedom and Pro- 
1 perties of the Subject, whenever they would incite them 
to laſurrection and Rebellion. 


7 u This is their conſtant Topick of Declamation agalaſt 

0 | the Church, and Monarchy ; az if a due Execution of the 

10 Laus, which were made (under God's Providence) as the 
hi only Bulwark againſt Popery and Slavery in our Kingdom,. 

aa. was the moſt certain Way to bring thoſe Abominations upon 

475 us. Is there any Reaſon to be aflign'd, why we thoyld. 
— not as much love an! value LIBERTY as They? Can 

ch | they imagine us luch Fools, as to ſacrifice our Eaſe and 

the : | latereſt. 
and 
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Intereſt for nothing, to make ourſelves Beaſts of Burdens 
and to court Servility, Fetrers and Miſery, only by way 
of Comlpiment to our Superiors.? No this is their Cloak 
of Malictouſaeſs, which they caſt over their hypocritical 
Defigns 5 and with which they cloath the Devil, and trans- 
form him into an Angel of Light. They believe it not 
theinſelves ; They know theſ> are Impoftures to paſs up- 
on the Vulgar ; as the Poet tells us, *cwas the old Art of 
a Spreader of Seditzon, 


-. * 
— — — 
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Spargere Vaces * 
Ii Palgum Ambiguas, & querere Conſcius arma. Virg? 


This well-man2g'd ambiguous Word LIBERT'Y has of- 
ten, with its Norſe, best all the true Senſe of it out of 
the Nation; which will be ever found to conſiſt, not in 
an Immunity f om, (as They pretend) but in a due Sub- 
je ction to all Laws, both Eccleſiaſtic l and Civil; which is 
evident from the expreſs Werds of God. For therefore 
the Goſpel is called the perſe# Law of Liberty, whereby we 
know the Truth, and the Truth ſhall make un Free, St. James 


1. 25. John 8. 32, 2Cor. 17: And we, are commanded 


10 ſtand ſaſt in the Liberty, uberewith Chrift bath made us 
Free, and not 10 be entang/ed again with the Toke of Bondage» 
Gal. 5. 1. And fince we are call'd unto Liberty, we au 

net uſe our Liberty for an Occaſion to the Fleſh, but by Love' 
ſerve one andt ber, Verf. 13. Which Words of St. Paul are 
an exact Coument on St Peters, in the Text; declaring 
join'ly, that perſc# and true Liberty is nothing elſe but the 
Service of God, in Obedience to His Laws ; and that tis a- 
bus'd, for a Cleak of Ma'icioulneſs, when tis made of of 
for an Occaſion t0 the Fleſh, that is, to ſerve any illegal or 
Gaful Purpoſes. The Patrons of this Falſe Liberty either 


cannot, or will not, diſtinguiſh betwixt Slaves and Subjef:; 


Trey tepreſent all Obedience as Shackles 1mpos'd upon 
Huwane Nature, and make Religion and Government ſuch 
r Yoke as it cannot bear, What theſe Men mean by Na- 
tute is plain; that is, Nature in its degenerate and cor- 
rupted State, (as they would have it) let looſe to all its 
vicious and enviinous Luits and Paſſions, and yholly 2 
u 


ro 
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moſt ollie | | 
degrade itlelf to; by which it offers Violence to its ewn - 


before the Honourable Howſe of Commons: 15 
Cued.to. their tyrannical Uſurpations; which, indeed, is 
the. moſt true Account and exact Definition: of Slavery. 
M boſoever committetb Sin 
(or Slave) of Sin, John 8, 34. Know ye not, ({az$ the A- 
poſtle) bat 10 'whowe ye yield yourſelves Servant to Obey, Hit 
Servants ye are to whom ye Obey ; whether of Sin-unts Death, 
or of Obedience unto Rigbteouſaeſi? — But being made Free 
from Sin, and became Servants unte God , ye babe your Fruit 


unto Holineſs, and the Exd Everlafting Life, Rom. 5. 6. And 


St. Petey's expreſs Words may determiae this Point; While 
they promiſe them Liberty, they themſetve; are the Slaves of Cor- 
Tuftien; 1 whom a Man is overcome, of the ſamę i be 
brought inte Bondagey 2 ph. 2. 19. This, indeed, is the 
$ and deteſtable Bondage Humane Nature can 


Reaſon, contradits its own Laws, ' deſercs its own Hap- 


pineſs, apoſtatizes from God its Creator, and Redeemer, 


and ſubjects itſelf to the Dominion of its greateſt Enemy 


zug Tyrant the Devil; who pays bis Vaſſals with Wages 
an ſwerable 


himſelf bereafcer- But the Service of God is rerfect Free- 
dom, bis Ways are Ways of: Pleaſantnels, and all his 
His Commandments not grie vous, but ſuch as tend to 
promote our: real Pleaſure and Welfare in this Werld, 


and ſecure. our Eternal Felicity in the aext; This is evi: 


dent in all the practical Duties of Religion, and no leſs in 
he neceſfary Matters of Faith; Whrein God, by virtue 


« his Sovereignty, may undotbtedly command our Belief 


implicitly, in ſuch Thing as he thinks fit to reveal, tho! 
hs — above our Reaſon to comprehead, witheut the 
4 


us to Exerciſe it in Thinking as freely as we can, within 


Grounds and Foundations of our Faith to the very bottom 3 


hat Scepticiſm e that is che gettain 
2 & 


Frodudt 


\ 
= 
4 


(ſays our Saviour) is the Servant 


ble to his accurſed Drudgery; Pain, Sickneſs, - 
Shame, àad Death here, and eyerlaficg Damnation with - 


Paths Fesee His Yoke is eaſy, and his Burden light; and 


emous Imputation of enſlaving his Creatures. And 
where the Objects are ſuited to our Reaſon, He commands 


the Boynds of. Sobtiety and Humility, in examining the 


which the deeper we ſearch into, the fuller Cenviction we 
ſhall receive of its Truch, the moſt infallible Remedy for 


o 
* 


— — — 
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product of this Liberty falfly ſo called! Which 28 it o- 
yerturns all Religion is of no leſs deſtructive Conſe- 
quer ce in Gcverument, (upon which it ſo much depends) 
by flrikirg at the very Root of its Authority, denying 
Obedience to its Laws, Cancelling the Power of the Soves 
reign, ſubjeAing bim ro the Arbitrary Will of the Popu- 
lace, -rendring our Conſtitution Anarchy, the Crown 2 
Ball of perpetual Contention for ambitious Ufurpers and 
Tyrants, ont Princes centemptible, end our People Slaves. 
And God deliver us from ſuch enthralling and damnable 
Licentiouſneſs, with which we cart be neither good Chri- 
ſtians. nor good Subjects; neither faithful Servants to God, 
our Queen, our Church, nor bur Cquatry. | 
From the lamentable Effects of which, his gracious Pro- 
vidence did ſo Wonder fully deliver us on this bleſſed Day. 
For to this abominable Licentiouſneſs, both in Opinion, 
and Practice, are chiefly to be aſcrib'd rhe Riſe, Prog teſo, 
and untiappy Succeſs of the Great Rebellion, and all the 
Miſeries and Oppieſſions, - conſequent thereupon, undet 
which theſe Kingdoms fo long groan'd. For that the E:? 
nemies of the Gorernmeat might the more effectu all) at- 
tack it in its Vital Part, ſuch Seditious Principles were 
infus d into the People, as might prepare them for the 
Execution of the moſt barbarous and Porrid Crimes. The 
Incloſures of Religion were accordingly laid open; and 
under the Pretence of Liberty of Conſeience, ich a pro- * 
digious (warm of Enthufiaftic Se&s, Schiſms, and Here - | 
fies ſuprung up, as quite eclips'd and confounded 'the -| 1 
True Doctrine, and Diſcipline of the Church. So that | | 
(to ſpeak in the Language of the Legiſlarufe) Act. 12. 
Car, 2. c. 30 This Party of Wzetched Miſcreants, de- 
ſperatelp wicked, and Yardned in their Amptety, (wha | - 
were as far from being true Pzoteftants as true Hub- 
jects) having ſtrengthned themſelves in Power and Fa- 
ction, by odigus Arts and Devices, Plotted and Con- 
triv'd the Rum and Deſtruction of this excellent Mos 
narchy, and with it of the true Viefozm d. Pzoteftant 
Neligion. which had been jo long potected by it. and 
flourished under it; and found it neceſſary » in. oꝛder to] 4 
She carrping on of their Pernicious and n | 


ditarp, | 
ſundzu Pears foze'd Extermination into Fozeign parts, 


—_— 
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gns, to thzpw down all the Bulwarks and Fences of 
aw, and to ſubvert the very Being and Conſtitution 


* of Parliament; that ſo they might at laſt make their 


wan foz that impious Fact, that Execrable Murder, 
that moft unparallel d Tzeaſon committed in their Fas 
natick Kage gn the Hacred Perſon of our Sovereign: 
wheredn! tye Pꝛoteſtant Beligton received the greatett 
Wound and Bepzoach, and the People of England the 
moſt unſuppoztable Hhame and Jnfamy that was poſ⸗ 
muſe fo: fe Enemies. of God and the King, to bzing 

pon us. With which blefſed Martyr, at once fell both 
the Crown, and the Mitre, our Religion and Government, 
our Laws and Liberties; and uader the Pretence of Re- 
drefling Grievances, and the Fear of Pupe1y and Arbitia- 
iy Power, the Nation was reduc'd into the moſt intolera- 
ble State of AM.Qion, Bondage, and Atheiſm, that Ever 
a People abandon'd by God, and given up to their o n 
Lufts, could endute. Att. Anno 12, Car II. c. 14, Out of all 
which deplozable Confuſions, Diviſions, Wars, Deva- 
9 and Oppzeſſions, Almighty God, the King of 

ings, and Dole Diſpoſer of ali Earthly C2owns and 


'Liingdoms, by his Hll-ſmwaying P2ovidence gud Power, 


miraculouſly reſcued us by the Wonderful, Slozious. 


— and Jopful Keſtauration of our Ring to the 


ctual Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe of his Undoubted Pere⸗ 


overeign, and Legal Authoziep over us: After 


by the moſt traiterous Conſpiracies, and, armed power 


of Uſurping Tprants, and execrable perfidious Tzapy- 
Men 


37 which the Church and Government were Reſettled 
upon their Aucient Foundations, the Dignicy, Freedoms 


and Power of aur Laws, and Parliaments reviv'd, and the 


True Liberty of the Subjects, as the Iſſue of them, was Re- 
eſtabliſhed on this Happy Day z A Day which ought 


ever to ſhine in the Britiſh Calendar, diſtiaguiſb d with mor? 


than ordinery Marks of 
Loyal Member of our Go 


oll the Publick Benefiis, that He, or Our Pofterity, can Enjoy. 
A Day, ie which Fe owe ſo many Bleſſings flowing from the 
So $5 ration 


Honour and Regard by every True and 


nfiturios, A Day, to which We qe 
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graci u and mild Adwiniftration of the Piout Remain! of1haf 
Royal Progeny, under whom We fluriſh with all the Mercies, 
that can render any People noi} completely Happy 3 won'd Our|| 
Duty, and Gratitude riſe in Proportion to them; God Almigh- 
N 1) has, indeed, diſtinguiſt d Her Reign by ay He long c- 
| ginue to do ſo») above Thoſe of Her RH 4 alert, with ſuch | 
| final Marks of His peculiar Kindneſs, 4 ſeen 1 point Her | 
| out 43 much the Favourite of Heaven, as the. Darling 6] bet \ f 
people. The Succeſs yo which He bas alway; Crown'd ley | | 

Atem bas been as much Superior to Theirs,, as. the Glorie 
| Peace ſhe bas Ohtain'd by Them, Exceeds all that ever thef * | 
| 


=. 


, 
: 
" 
o 
| 


' N tions were yet b/eſſ:4 with. This indeed was the on | 
End, for which Sie Drew her Sward of Juſtice 5 and wh« 
it had done i's Great Work, and Impartially diſtribnge + 
\ the Rights and Liberties of Contendiag Kingdoms, a, 
f ſ-t:]ed her on upon that moſt exzct Balance - of Intere } 
| and Power; ia Goodnels and Mercy She Sheath'd it, aug 
| put a Stop to that Deluge of Blood and Treaſure, which | 
has been ſo ctuelly and profuſely lavih d: Which greaf 
Bleffing could only have been accomplih'd, under God 
ang herielf, by ſuch a Faithful, Wiſe, and Steady Mini 
ſtry, and ſuch a Parliament. Who have been always rea 
dy to [:Crifice whatever elle is dear to them for the Pub 
| lick Good ; and have no other Deſigns to carry on, bu 
; uch s may Promote the Safety,. honour, and Welfare © 
he Cron, the Church, and Their Country: And ti 
no wohder that ſuch an Adminiftration ſhould Provok 
| the Malice, Envy, and Rage of da abandon'd Faction 
| ho have'ſufficiently ſhewa how well they are affected tc 
L. all Three, Why fing they have loſt the good Opinion o ( 
the People, when this had fo long deJuded, are impati 
ent in being deſtitute of doing Miſchief. ,; who as they be 
545 them ſelyes moſt ty rannically in Power, are moſt ſe 
Aitioug u hen they arg out of it; equally Enemies ic 
both Ciles to True and Rea] Liberty. A Word, by whic 
yer themſelves mean nothing, but the Power of Betray 
ng their Soyereign, and Euſlaving their Fellow Subjects 
| and of Overturaing the Conſtitution bath in Churct 
and State. EN e Ph 3 


I 


a \ | 


1 


of1hat| |" Ts Order to-which, when they tho 
ſercies, ¶ Obedience to the, Civil Power: won 


__— — vx. 
befors the Honourable Houſe of Conpuont. 3. 


ther Pr jed was ripe 
inciple( of . Conſcience 


Id Our (without which it can. never fland), al era 4 Slaviſhy 
/migh- | nay 4 Damuable Doe HDilrine of Chrifls 
ng cn | and His Apofiler, What rie u e # to bear ſuch 
þ. ſucb en ſet themſelve) up for P atria!1, aug a of the Fears. of 


int Her | Pepery, and the Danger of their, G 

; bet ſo much in Danger al from Abemſeluts; 

n'd her ßeen ſo providentially defeated, are fil}... # - 
5 Conſpiracy. endeavouring da poiſy th; Kingd;wragain 


Fort” 


r the 
4 whe 


: 
1 
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fpreading '#beir Factions Principles, and. i,, 
bell in every Corner of it, To prevent Wich; we kes the 
abſolute Neceſſity of Keeping up the Remembrance of 


tibnteg this Good Day; #0 difaypoins and overbrow the wicked De- 


$3 ar 1 fien. of ſuch Traiterous 
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, Heady, and Higij-minded Men ; who 
under the Pretence of Religion and Lihery, and God's moi Ho- 
y Name, bad contriv d, and well nigb effified, the utter De 
Fruction of this Church and Kingdom; and who will never 
be at reſt, till they have brought the Fame diſmal Calami» 
ty upon us again, „„ 5 

But ſurely we have ſmarted ſo ſeverely under thi Fgyp- 
tian Bondage, as never more to permit the heavy Yoke 
to be put on our Servile Necks, or ungtateiully complain 
and murmur at thoſe Ferſons bo bave done ſo great things 
jor wr. One wonld think, we needed no other Argu- 
ment to recommend the Excellency of our well-temper'd 
Conſtitution (ſo particularly calculated for the true Liber- 


ty of the Subj -c, as well as the hoy our and dignity of 


the Prince) to war 


* f Love, whick ve 
cannot in the feb Tittte,depirt from with ſafety. Let 


the very Boſis upon which our'whole Happineſs flinds; 
and which, if inviolably maintain'd, may make us deſpiſe 


. 


our En:mics, and defy the Getes of Hell to prevail a- 


gainſt us. | : 

For which End let us beſeech God in the Words of our 
Church, to ſend forth His Licht and His Tru b for the Di 
covery of theſe Depths of Satan, "this Myſflery of Iniquity ; 10 
infatuate and defeat all the ſecret Counſels of the Ungodly; to 
abate their Pride, aſſwage their Malice, and confound their Be 
vices, To freng ben the Hands of our Gracious Sovereign 


Queen 


cre to that bath in Church and State, as 
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uten Nux, and all that ave put in Author n 1 | 
S e Tu nic e, 10 2 7 all ſuch — of lab h 
quity as tere Religion intoRebellion, an Faith into Faction Dy mh 


i bas they may 5 Kr prevail, gain ws, mor triumpb ll 


ohe Ran of any . amoneft u. - And thas © 
God would pr 72 FL Sovereign 72% the Qed, þ | 
om l Treafons and Conſpiracies 3 bal. 


„ | — Roy a 1 
Be would be wnto f e Helmet of Salvation, and 4 firon 


Deer of 1 be Face of all Her Enemici, And 
4 for theſe that as inplacab e, that He wowld chath them with ; 
Shame and Confthen ; that upon Herſelf and Her Sueceor 
Phe Crows may Jolever Cheri. 
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